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 You can believe:  Jesus loves me
Spring Vale, Minn. March 7, 1910

Dear Sister Emma
Thanks for the letter of Feb. 23.

Looks like you and the children are well.  Yes, it is a great gift of grace.  We have great reason to thank God for (the) same gift of grace up to now.  I feel very healthy in my 75th year.  But my hand is shaking and since, I have difficulty writing.  My woman  is fairly healthy.  My hearing is nearly gone, but it doesn’t matter.  I do my chores/work equally well, since there are pencils to use when they wish to talk to me .  I have to thank God also that I got that deformity, otherwise .  Otherwise, I had shortly been to the University/college and who knows  where one then ends up.  It is a danger larger than many believe.
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GF Eklund pg2
March 7,1910

Yes, a man’s days are as the grass.  She blooms as a flower on the ground. When the wind goes over then it is no more and its place is known no more.  Ps. 103:15-16.

It is only God’s pardon in Christ that endures.  It is blessed to grow in it, and in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ’s knowledge.  Yes, God has been extremely merciful toward me as he has shown so much of his wonderful favor.  Think, when we grew up at home.  Then noone knew more than to go to the church and hear the sermon about our deeds.  I shiver when I think of that, the death at home and the dead away.  Jesus wants us to live for his sake.  Yes, it is precious that he is Lord, our righteousness.  He has acquired this excellent garment for everyone who wants to become dressed so he can be in the wedding hall.  Our own clothes are not suitable before the king when he will look at the guests.
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GF Eklund pg 3
March 7, 1910

I also want to say some words about our corporeal  things.  We have 4 cows, a horse and some young cattle and 50 hens.  It is work enough in the winters. Such (a) harsh (winter) as we now have had and much snow. But now it is beginning to thaw out. So we have 1-1/2 acres of open land for corn and potatoes and a little bit of vegetables.  In the summer it is much work with the haymaking. Then I have had (a) farmhand 2-3 weeks because we have a lot of hay to harvest and I have hired one farmlaborer every year.  Augusta has been at home during this time and helped with the food preparation.
Yes, I’m sorry to hear what they would do with brother August, that they would operate in his chest.  I wrote to the widow and asked how the illness began but (a) reply has not yet come.  Whether it began with a cold, since I know that it is normal here.  When someone has a cold, they usually call a doctor and the sick get some drugs to take.  Then it becomes lung inflammation and then (they) die.  I drive out the cold with sweating since it isn’t dangerous, but I never took drugs for that reason.
We heartily greet you.  Be well!      G.F. Eklund

